
Veterinary Practice Partners Reaffirms Its Commitment to Practitioners’ Clinical Autonomy
Douglas G. Aspros, DVM, Past AVMA President, Appointed as Chief Veterinary Officer

 
KING OF PRUSSIA, Pennsylvania (February 4, 2017) – Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) today announced the 
appointment of Douglas G. Aspros, DVM, past President of the American Veterinary Medical Association, as 
its first-ever Chief Veterinary Officer, a practice owner-facing position focused on VPP’s mission of ensuring 
continued veterinarian ownership of hospitals and developing the non-clinical skills for leadership teams to 
enhance practice success.

“Throughout human healthcare and at many veterinary ownership groups, the appointment of a Chief Medical 
Officer or Chief Veterinary Officer commonly represents a move toward clinical consistency and away from 
doctors’ independence to practice medicine in their own style,” stated Rich Lester, Founder and CEO of VPP. 
“In contrast, VPP is proud to install Doug in a role that instead focuses on the other critical responsibilities 
of our veterinary partners: that of business owner and practice leader. It has been VPP’s firm position since 
our founding that our partners retain clinical autonomy in their individual practices, and are not guided by 
rigid formularies or decision-tree medicine. The creation of this position, with these responsibilities, is both 
an affirmation on that principle and a commitment to continue to enrich the lives of our partners and the 
practices they lead.”

In his new role, Dr. Aspros will continue to work to represent VPP to prospective partners and foster 
relationships with industry and professional groups. In addition, he will also help to spearhead the 
development of an ambitious, multi-discipline, educational platform VPP plans to unveil later in 2017. 
“Since joining VPP, I have appreciated the opportunity to talk to practice owners and - having been in their 
shoes - confidently speak to how their day-to-day experience as a practice owner can change by becoming a 
VPP partner. Our unique co-ownership approach enhances practice success while decreasing the burden of 
ownership” stated Dr. Aspros, “I am incredibly excited to continue that work, but also to help build a learning 
platform for owners, practice managers, technicians and reception staff that builds their non-clinical skill sets, 
enhancing the efficiency, performance and client experience of their veterinary practice.” 

Dr. Aspros joined VPP as Strategic Advisor for Partnership Development, bringing his experience as a multiple 
practice owner in Westchester County, NY. Active in professional governance throughout his career, Dr. Aspros 
has served as president of both local and state veterinary medical associations. His passion for education led 
to his membership and chairmanship of the Council on Education, the premier accrediting body for veterinary 
programs worldwide, and to serve on the National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners. Highly respected 
by his peers, he was elected to lead the American Veterinary Medical Association, the largest member 
organization in the veterinary profession, in 2012-2013.

About Veterinary Practice Partners

Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) is a trusted business partner to veterinarians. We co-own practices in 
partnership with veterinarians, and work relentlessly to grow and manage each practice, while retaining its 
unique identity and culture. VPP’s family of practices has enjoyed industry-leading growth and profitability 
improvements. Our team has deep experience in driving sustained, above-average revenue growth, cultivating 
exceptional practice staff, and overseeing back-office operations, including marketing, finance, accounting and 
human resources. Veterinarians partner with us because we enable them to focus on delivering high-quality 



patient care and foster lasting relationships with pet owners, while remaining owners in the practices they 
have committed a lifetime to building.
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