
Veterinary Practice Partners Announces Two New Partnerships
New Associate-to-Owner Transaction Also Announced at Sangaree Animal Hospital

KING OF PRUSSIA, Pennsylvania. (September 2, 2015) – Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) today 
announced the formation of its tenth and eleventh partnership, with White Oak Veterinary Clinic in 
White Oak, PA and Spoon River Animal Clinic in Canton, IL. These transactions marked VPP’s second 
and third partnership in which an associate veterinarian invested alongside VPP to purchase either a 
portion or the entirety of the practice from its preceding owner. Additionally, the company announced a 
separate associate-to-owner transaction at Sangaree Animal Hospital.

At White Oak Veterinary Clinic, a three-DVM, small animal practice in the suburbs of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Dr. David Fleck and VPP purchased the practice in its entirety. “We’ve spoken to 
numerous practice owners who are approaching retirement and wish to provide an associate or two 
with the opportunity to become owners in the practice, but find it challenging to get such a transaction 
financed when it involves a larger, multi-doctor practice,” explained Rich Lester, VPP Founder and CEO. 
“It is exciting that we were able to make this happen with Dr. Fleck and that former owner, Dr. Thomas 
Englert, can continue to practice at White Oak until he wishes to prepare for his eventual retirement.”

In the case of Spoon River Animal Clinic, a two-and-a-half DVM practice outside of Peoria, Illinois, 
VPP facilitated associate veterinarian Dr. Sarah Phipps becoming a co-owner at the time of its own 
investment in the practice. Dr. David Hahn, who founded the clinic in 1981 with his wife Angie, was 
overjoyed that his associate, Dr. Phipps, was interested in purchasing part of the clinic. “Dr. Phipps is 
committed to Canton’s pet owners and has a passion for practicing high quality medicine, but she was 
understandably hesitant to pursue an ownership path that would eventually entail taking on a large 
financial burden all by herself,” stated Hahn. “VPP’s participation in this transaction made us more 
comfortable, both financially and in knowing that an experienced team would be partnering with us to 
guide the business into the future.” 

Lester explained that this type of partnership is ideal for many associate DVMs. “We’ve noticed a trend 
of associates being more cautious about pursuing ownership,” said Lester. “Associate DVMs want to 
be confident that they will succeed financially as owners, while still maintaining a reasonable work-life 
balance. With VPP’s unique ownership model, DVMs can confidently accomplish this and thrive in their 
clinical practice when the burden of business operations is taken off their shoulders.” 

Additionally, both partnerships highlight VPP’s inclusive philosophy with respect to leadership 
continuity and development as, at both practices, the former owner’s spouse will continue to serve as 
practice manager. “Angie [Hahn] has always embodied Spoon River Animal Clinic’s ardent dedication 
to the local community and Denise [Englert] has fostered such a unique, rich culture for the staff of 
White Oak,” said Gary Behler, VPP’s VP of Operations. “Unlike some other corporate operators, we see 
great value in retaining practice leaders who nurture staff and client relationships in that way. I greatly 
look forward to working with Angie and Denise and providing them with tools to build and lead their 
practices for many years to come.” 



Concurrently, VPP announced the addition of a new partner at Sangaree Animal Hospital, its first 
partner practice. Dr. Marie Ingle, an associate veterinarian who has been leading the practice’s satellite 
location, Sangaree Animal Hospital at Cane Bay, was presented with the opportunity to purchase a 
stake in the business and did so, joining Dr. Kevin McGinn and VPP as owners of the practices. “Dr. 
Ingle has not only been a valuable member of our clinical team, overseeing our Cane Bay location 
and providing leadership to its staff, but she has also demonstrated a strong understanding of what it 
means to be a practice owner,” stated Dr. McGinn. “We are all very excited to have her as a partner and 
look forward to growing Sangaree’s two locations together over the years to come.”

Lester added that he foresees 2015 being ‘The Year of the Associate’ at VPP. “In addition to these 
two partnerships, we are working on additional new ventures that will allow associate veterinarians to 
realize their dream of owning a piece of the practice at which they work. Furthermore, at several of our 
existing partnerships, strong associates have been offered the opportunity to purchase stakes in their 
practices and we expect will do so shortly. At VPP, we’re proud to offer such a unique opportunity to 
both practice owners and their associate veterinarians, and look forward to sharing in the successes of 
our practices with our remarkable doctors.” 

About Veterinary Practice Partners
 Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) buys ownership stakes in veterinary practices, co-owns the practice 
with a local DVM(s) partner and leads the business functions, including marketing, accounting, human 
resources, IT and vendor contracting, to drive revenue growth, increase profitability and nurture 
“best medicine”. While VPP leads the business functions, our DVM partners can focus on delivering 
exceptional patient care and improving their work-life balance, while maintaining the hospital’s culture 
and fostering enriching work environments for their staff. Working together as partners, both VPP 
and the DVMs collaborate to make all major business decisions as a team, each providing a unique 
perspective to achieve the most successful outcome possible for the practice. For more information, 
please visit www.vetpartners.com or call (866) VET-PART. 
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