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Veterinary Practice Partners Announces New Partnership with Palmetto Animal Hospital 

VPP solidifies position as a veterinary practice growth leader with this second S.C. partnership   
 
BRYN MAWR, Pa. (April 25, 2012) — Today, Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) announced the closing of its 
business partnership with Palmetto Animal Hospital in Florence, S.C.    
 
With the veterinary industry undergoing rapid change, many practice owners are seeking assistance in growing 
and managing their practices but do not want to give up the financial rewards of ownership.  A partnership 
with VPP provides the business support practice owners need, while retaining clinical autonomy and benefiting 
from the practice’s growth. 
 
“VPP’s leadership explained to me how partnerships have thrived in human healthcare and how it is pursuing 
this model in veterinary medicine,” said Dr. Lee Burnett, DVM, of Palmetto Animal Hospital.  “This 
partnership will enable us to turn over our administrative tasks, such as accounting, human resources and 
vendor contracting, to business professionals who can help our hospital grow.  With VPP’s leadership, we will 
jointly pursue a number of marketing initiatives, and we, as veterinary professionals, will primarily focus on 
providing high-quality patient care.” 
 
Founded in 2011 by healthcare executive Rich Lester, VPP created a joint venture model to help veterinary 
practice owners focus on their most important task – the care of their patients.  With the joint ownership of a 
hospital, VPP leads the financial, marketing and administrative aspects of practice management while the 
veterinarian partners lead the clinical and client side.   This arrangement is particularly compelling to 
veterinarians who are concerned about becoming employees under the traditional 100% corporate-ownership 
models.  VPP provides balance with its partnership approach. 
 
“I’m looking forward to working with Dr. Burnett, and the staff of Palmetto Animal Hospital, to grow and 
market their practice,” Lester said.  “Our work with this hospital will continue to demonstrate the benefits of 
a strong partnership.”  

Palmetto Animal Hospital is VPP’s second South Carolina-based veterinary partnership.  In September 2011, 
VPP partnered with Sangaree Animal Hospital in Summerville.  Lester said he anticipates continued growth 
throughout the eastern United States as other hospitals learn of these successes.     

For more information about VPP, please visit the company’s website at www.vetpartners.com or call 866-
VET-PART (838-7278). 
 
About Veterinary Practice Partners  
Veterinary Practice Partners was founded in 2011 to create joint ventures with veterinary hospitals as they 
navigate the changing marketplace. VPP’s leadership has seen the partnership model thrive in human 
healthcare where business people and doctors own healthcare facilities together.  This approach, when applied 
to veterinary practices, creates a clinical and business environment that puts patient care first, while 



implementing reasonable business practices that result in a financially successful venture. For more information 
on VPP, visit www.vetpartners.com.  

 
About Palmetto Animal Hospital 
Palmetto Animal Hospital is a full-service veterinary facility treating dogs and cats in Florence, S.C., and the 
surrounding area.  The mission of Palmetto Animal Hospital is to provide the most current veterinary care 
with compassion and understanding. For more information, please visit www.palmettoanimal.com or call 843-
667-6720. 
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