
Veterinary Practice Partners Completes Partnership with Illini Veterinary Group 
Four new partner practices bring total under management to sixteen individual locations

KING OF PRUSSIA, Pennsylvania. (December 9, 2015) —Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) announced today 
the successful formation of its twelfth practice partnership. With the addition of the Illini Veterinary Group, 
comprised of four locations employing eight DVMs ninety minutes south of Chicago, Illinois, VPP now co-owns 
and provides management to sixteen veterinary practices across seven states. 

“This investment is representative of many of the benefits VPP can provide to a group of practice owners and 
associate veterinarians with differing career objectives,” remarked Rich Lester, Founder and CEO of VPP. “Drs. 
Cronin, Johnson, Schmidt, and Gay built a group of successful practices offering high quality care and excellent 
service to pet owners throughout the Morris-Dwight region. Through our participation in the sale, Drs. Cronin, 
Johnson and Gay were able to sell their stakes completely as part of their personal retirement planning 
objectives; Dr. Schmidt was able to rollover his stake, continuing as a co-owner; while strong young associates 
such as Dr. Miller and Dr. Haag were able to realize their dreams of becoming practice owners. It was a win-
win all around, and VPP looks forward to working with this new group of veterinarian owners to grow and 
strengthen these practices for years to come.”

The Illini Veterinary Group consists of Pine Bluff Animal Hospital, an AAHA-accredited practice in Morris, IL; 
Dwight Veterinary Clinic in Dwight, IL; Lakewood Animal Hospital in Morris, IL; and Skinner Animal Clinic in 
Wilmington, IL. Together, the practices offer pet owners in the area a complete offering of pet care services, 
including after-hours emergency care, referral-level surgery, general primary care, boarding, grooming and 
more. 

Win Lippincott, VP of Marketing and Technology at VPP, echoed Lester’s enthusiasm for the opportunity to 
grow the practices. “While a lot of the industry sees practices in exurbs and rural areas as slow-to-no growth 
businesses, we’ve demonstrated in places such as Florence, SC and Belton, MO that sustained revenue growth 
is definitely attainable. Our platform is constantly being enhanced to deploy the most successful strategies and 
technologies seen in consumer marketing today, and this focus provides us with great confidence that we can 
realize the full revenue-producing opportunities at any kind of practice. It is going to be great fun to help our 
DVM partners at the Illini Veterinary Group connect with more pet owners and provide the exceptional care 
they are known for to even more animals.”

Lester added that he expects more such associate involvement throughout 2016. “The frequency with which 
we are having conversations with practice owners who are searching for a bridge to ownership for their 
associates is fascinating. We consistently hear that veterinarian-owned practices are integral to the future of 
the industry and are proud to offer a solution that meets that goal in an environment where purchasing a large 
practice can seem overwhelming and near-impossible for a younger practitioner.”



About Veterinary Practice Partners 
Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) is a practice management company that forms joint ventures with veterinary 
hospitals in an effort to accelerate their growth. Rich Lester, Founder & CEO of VPP, developed a joint venture 
model that allows veterinary practice owners to better focus on their most important task – the care of their 
patients – by alleviating the practice management workload that can frustrate many clinical practitioners. 
The crux of the joint venture lies in the delineation of responsibilities: VPP leads the marketing, financial, and 
human resources efforts of the practice’s management while the veterinarian partners lead the clinical and 
client side of the organization. Key strategic decision-making responsibility is shared by both partners. This 
arrangement is particularly compelling to veterinarians who are concerned about becoming employees under 
the traditional 100% corporate-ownership model employed by various entities throughout the industry.  For 
more information, please visit www.vetpartners.com or call (866) VET-PART.

About Sangaree Animal Hospital 
The Illini Veterinary Group consists of four, full-service, small animal practices in Central Illinois. Dwight 
Veterinary Clinic is the oldest practice, having first opened its doors in 1951. Pine Bluff Animal Hospital opened 
in 1975, Lakewood Animal Hospital opened in 2002, and Skinner Animal Clinic was acquired in 2011. For more 
information, please visit www.vet4me.com or call (815) 584-2732.
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