
Veterinary Practice Partners Forms New Partnership with Calusa Veterinary Center
Calusa becomes VPP’s first nine-doctor, 24/7/365, general practice/emergency room partnership

BOCA RATON, FL. (March 21, 2013) —Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) today announced it had acquired an 
ownership stake in Calusa Veterinary Center, one of Southeast Florida’s largest general practice and emergency 
veterinary care facilities.

“Partnering with VPP is an exciting development for Calusa,” said Dr. Andrew Turkell, co-owner of the practice. 
“With VPP’s highly-regarded practice management experience now in place, Dr. Krawitz and I are now able to 
refocus on patient care, expand our current clinical offerings even further, and explore new areas of care that 
will ultimately benefit our clients and their pets.  It is a relief to know that our marketing, accounting and other 
business functions are being directed by VPP’s talented team”

The Center currently houses a nine-doctor general practice and 24/7/365 emergency room, physical 
rehabilitation facility complete with underwater treadmill and canine therapy pool, and one of the nation’s 
only hyperbaric chambers specifically designed for delivering oxygen-rich therapies to companion animals. 
Additionally, the Center is home to the Calusa Pet Resort & Day Spa, one of South Florida’s most luxurious 
overnight and daytime retreats for dogs and cats.

“Adding Calusa Veterinary Center to VPP’s family of partnerships is incredibly exciting for us,” added Rich 
Lester, CEO of VPP.  “While the transaction required creativity given the hospital’s size and complex capital 
structure, the hard work of everybody involved was well worth the effort. Calusa is another VPP partner 
practice that prides itself on delivering the highest level of clinical care to its patients, and has the opportunity 
to further grow its client base by offering unique services that simply aren’t available to pet owners elsewhere 
in Boca Raton, or even South Florida in general. 

According to Gary Behler, VPP’s Director of Operations, Calusa exemplifies the type of practice VPP seeks 
to partner with. “Drs. Turkell and Krawitz built a strong, client-focused, multi-doctor practice, but with that 
size come managerial and financial headaches that have impeded them from expanding the hospital into 
new clinical areas. VPP, with its expertise managing marketing programs, practice accounting systems and 
vendor relationships, can now alleviate some of those time-consuming activities and allow them to focus on 
introducing new services to the hospital. It’s a win-win situation not only for Calusa and its employees, but 
most importantly, for pet owners throughout the Boca Raton area.”

Calusa joins Sangaree Animal Hospital of Summerville, SC, Palmetto Animal Hospital of Florence, SC, Levittown 
Animal Hospital of Levittown, NY and Belton Animal Clinic & Exotic Care Center of Belton, MO in VPP’s growing 
family of partner hospitals. “We could not be happier to have VPP as a partner,” said Dr. Anthony Krawitz, co-
owner of the practice. “Having gone through a difficult recession in South Florida, Calusa was ready for a new 
chapter, and with our hospital’s management now in good hands with Rich and his team, I’m excited to see 
what the future holds.”

Lester added that he anticipates several more partnerships closing in the coming months. “2012 was a banner 
year for our partners, who, on average, posted double-digit revenue growth. There is such opportunity in 
veterinary medicine right now that we expect further outperformance of the market for our partner hospitals 
this year as well. Recognition of our partnership model is clearly spreading, as evidenced with this latest deal, 



and I can’t help but think that for as long as we continue to add value to our existing partner practices, we’ll 
continue to hear from other practice owners who wish to unlock the true potential of their own hospitals too.”

 

About Veterinary Practice Partners 
Veterinary Practice Partners (VPP) is a practice management company that forms joint ventures with veterinary 
hospitals in an effort to accelerate their growth. The joint venture model allows veterinary practice owners 
to focus on their most important task – the care of their patients – by alleviating the practice management 
workload that can overwhelm clinical practitioners. The crux of the joint venture lies in the delineation of 
responsibilities: VPP leads the marketing, financial, and human resources efforts of the practice’s management 
while the veterinarian partners lead the clinical and client side of the organization. Key strategic decision-
making responsibility is shared by both partners. For more information, please visit www.vetpartners.com or 
call (866) VET-PART.

About Calusa Veterinary Center
Calusa Veterinary Center has been providing the highest level of veterinary care to Boca Raton’s pets since 
1990. The hospital is an accredited member of the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA), a designation 
earned by less than 15% of the animal hospitals in the United States. Calusa is led by Dr. Andrew Turkell, 
DVM, who is certified in veterinary acupuncture and veterinary rehabilitation, is a member of the Undersea & 
Hyperbaric Medical Society and a past member of AAHA’s prestigious Council of 100; and Dr. Anthony Krawitz, 
DVM, who is also one of Florida’s few certified veterinary homeopaths. For more information, please visit 
www.cvcboca.com or call (561) 999-3000.
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